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#ice girl, and I'll go out and have o
alguretta,”

“You dre golng—to

“What, clean ug the mesa outside?
En. we'll leave that for the present.

ow, don't be scared, Lthere's a sweet-
hieart. But, to tell the truth, thoso
drums Interest me. The natives signal
through the bush with them, you know,
in a sort of dot-dash-dot style; and
so far their local Morse alphabet has
been A LIt beyond me. Perhaps White-
Man's-Trouble may be able to decipher
#t. Now, don't you try and shirk thot
dusting one moment longer,”

He went out then onto the veranda,
ghutting the door bhebind him, and
questioned the Krooboy sharply about
the drummings. Did he understand
them? b

“Savvy plenty.” smald White-Man's-
Trouble’ gloomily. ‘Dem Okky-man’s
drums.'

“Wall, T didn't suppose It was a
Chinaman's, you patent idiet., You it
for understand dem tune?

“Bavyy plenty. Dem tune say Okky-
men fit for make custorm.'

SPhat means C‘ceremony,” T supposa,
Now, what sort of a ceremony will sult
the oceasion? Dirge of defeat by the
fu-ju men, presumably, and then they'll
eruclfy some wretched slave go that his
spirit can o into the Beyond and ar-
range to have the luck changed. I
wish Mr, Smith were here, or Slade.
No. I'm hanged If 1 do, though, I've
worked this thing off my own bat so
far. and I'll see it onto the finlsh. Dem
Oklky-men makn cruclfy palaver?” he
asked, And transhi tha hard word
by standing up himeelf spread-cigled
against the factory wall

White-Man's-Trouble nodded a dis-
mal assent.  “Then, by an' by, they
grow plenty-too-much mors brave, an’
they comg back one-tlmg  an'  fight
some more."

“Phen you bet your wooly whiskers
it won't do for us to sit quletly taking
the air here. Ju-ju's the correct card
to piay In this country anyway.”

The Krooboy shlvered. “Oh, Carter,
I na fit for touch ju-ju.”

yell, T am.  Wilh thought and eare,
I believe I should develop into a very
zood Ju-ju practitioner. -~ Besldes, the
sgubject fascinates me. No white men
geem to know anything ve definite
about it, mbove the fact at It 1s
tevond thelr comprehension, and it
would be rather fine, if the unlikely
happened, and one chanced to survive,
to be known as the one authorlty on
West Afrlcan magle”

Oh, Carter, If you meddle with dem
ju-ju palaver you lib for die plenty
goon.  If. you walk In bush; tredé fall
on you; If you ride In eanog arrow
jump on you; If you chop? dem chop
he fill with powdered mlass, and pres-
ently you lib for dle of tear-tear-belly.
Oh, Qarter, you llb for Coast now one
yvear;” I 1ib for Coast all my life; I
gavvy plenty: you alle-same damfool."

“My dear Trouble, T've admitted al-
ready that I know meddling with ju-ju
{an't altogether an insurance proposi-
tion. Much obliged to you for the
frosh warning all the same. But I'm
afrald your constitutional nervousness
rather ‘clouds’ that massive brain of

ours at times, or you'd sca. that

mooth River fnctory and (ts three
occupants are in the devil of a x Just
now. You say the OKky-man when
thoy're rubbed up thelr courage will
presently return; and don't dispute
your. reading of the omens. I1f they
4o como, wo can't shoot them off, and
that's o certain thing. s I'm sure
Mr. Smith would say, It's ol case of
Aut ju-ju_aut nullug, And to follow his
rather objectionable knack of trans-
lating for a man who happened to have
been at a different school to hig own,
that means we've olther got to ploy
the ju-ju eard or be scuppered. White-

*In West: Const Fnglish to chop is te

take food, -Chop ls food ! :

Man's-Trouble, you are herchy made
conjurer's confederate”

“I no AL

“Am I to hurt your feelings with
this pléce of packing-case lid?

“Oh, Carter, you look see. There's
a nafl In him there” i

*T know there’s nail In it. The oc=
caslon ‘demands g nail, and I pleked the
weapon for that reason. Now, then,
are you golng to obey orders, or will
you tnke a first-class licking?"

“Oh, Coarter, I fittor do  what ¥you

“Good, You're an excellent hoy when
yon're handled the right way. Now
go to the feteesh and bring the big-
gost coll of that Inch lead piping you
an stogger under.'

Carter himeelf went to Slade’s room
and brought from there one of Lhose
cruide carved wooden figures which the
natives make and the traders pick up
a3 curlosities. . At home they are sold
for stiff prices asg the gods of the
heathen; but the negroes that make
them arc not idolaters, and what they
expctly are for ihe present writer
knoweth not, save only that they are
not artieles of worship Locally they
come under that. all-embracing term
Ju-ju, which Includes so much and ex-
plains so0 little.

Carter found @ brace and bit—an
Ineh twlst bit, which for a wonder wos
In a calabash of yellow palm oll, ahd
g not rusty—and he worked on theso
earved men il the sweat ran from
him. Laura eame out and told him
that he was inviting an attack of fever,
which was obvious, since by then It
was hizh nooh, and violent exertion for
a white man with the  thermometer
phove par always has to be pald for
on the Copst. But he drove ler back
agaln into the house ang out of the heat
with o volley of chaff, and went pasp-
ingly on with his tremendous work.

The mouths of the figures were wide,
but Iwih knife and drill he slayed them
wider, but waa careful nlways not Lo
distort them beyond the canons of lo-
ol art: and In @ couple of hours' time
he was ready for White-Man's-Trouble
and the heavy colls of lead piping.

uRagard,” he sald, "0 thou asalstant
to the groat white ju-ju man. We will
place one of these graven images op-
posite the entrance of ench roml which
comes from the bush into this factgry
clearing., We'll holst It up onto a
green gin box, so, and glve it o bit
more holght ang dignity. And  we'll
adad o necklace of these green cigarette
tins, which have already advertised
themselves Into an  ugly notorlety.
Then, Into this hole you see In a
back of ‘each Image, we will [it an
end of lead piplng, and as the holes
are tapered, the unlons will make
themselves good.  Then, O helper of
dnrk schemes .we'll pay out the coll,
ag far ns posaible In gwomp  where it
will sink out of sight, and bring all
the ends Into. the house here. —Any
piping that shows, you must ‘throw
carth over. Savvy? And the Insido
ends we'll splay out with this hard-
wood cone that I've made, till o man
ean get hiz mouth well into them and
shout fown the tube comfortably, I'm
surs you catch the idea?"

“Oh, Carter, I plenty-too-much afrald.
Prasently 1 1k for dle"

“Not you, If I sec any slgns of
your starting to fado away, I'll whack
vou into life agaln with® a piece of
board with two nalls In It. Whera-
fore, O feared of the uninitiated, buek
up, and. get a shovel, and cover that
lead out of sight whore it shaows. Af-
terwarda T'll show you the working of
that early British contrivance, an office
sneaking-tuba.  That s, if wo have
tHime for a rohearsal, but by the oxtra
bid dot-dashing of thoas monkey-skin
drums just now, It rather looks as if
wao shall have the next act of this mrﬁ;

erowding down on: us. without o
; Interyal' ey

moro

Tha burned worrfors had not, it ap-

peared, retroated very far, Their spirit-,
by

unl adyleers, the ju-ju men, had
King Kallgée's orders been wéitins not
very far away down the eeveral bush
roads; and when presently fugltivea
began Lo eome trotting In through the
steamy forest shades, these ceclesing-
ties rallied them, and when enough
mi;‘l_'lg' crlJJ;t:uT.tie:i. they commenced o “'cus-
1¢ renewsn ra'
hrgvenr. wal of the soldiers
ayage suporstitions, sav "
pavaga thrill at the raw amﬁ:oofi'%rlgmi
were all worked uron with a high dex=
terity. Ki“f Kallee had made a fino
art of these Incltements; le bad galned
A throne by thelr practice, and had
handed them on to chosen ministers,
:vl;lllm,plmctlae? tl‘ajn cult of Ju-ju with
zle eye to advancin 2,
o!thhairbllcln ; g the Interests
o dack soldiers were wearll
tired, and man of  them c.arrleﬁ
wounds. They llstened®*at first with
A sullen torpor. They heard without
Interest thal the white man's bullets
were non-consecrate, and therefors the
;wnunds they made would soon hesl
They learned, with a 1ttle thrill of
wonder, that* the green tineg which
poured burnlug flame were not true
ju-ju, since the King of Kallee's ju-fu
men declared them unorthodox. And
by degrees. their dull nerves weoere
worked up till at the proper moment
sncrifice. war made, and the screams
and smella of the vietlm maddened
them.  Even the Hopusa officers, who
were Moalem, and therefore contemptu-
ous disbellevers In all pagan ceremony,
woere stirréd up almost equally with
thelr men, and when na a final exhor-
Lition they were Lldden to return once
more to the factory, and bring the
rod head and the white glrl as pres-
ents for the King, they forget thelr
qualms and their burns, ﬂ.m’r led’ on
with o new, flerce cournge.

But whether the African be savago
bushmen or cultivated Moslem gentle-
men, superstition I8 part of the very
marrow in his backbone, These
had felt the bullets, ey la
the infernal burnings of the benzollne,
but they weres wound up now to a pltch
above dreading either, Orders were
given to concentrate in the edge of
thes bush, a8 near to the clearing as
they could get without belng sighted
from the factory, and then when all
was ready the monKkey-skin drums
would beat the charge.

The flrst comers peered through tha
outer fringe of the cover, and saw the
clearing  desolate, and the factory
buildings to &ll nppearance tenantless.
The dead that T.hv_?- had left in their
hurried retreat still lay where they
had dropped, and glared up gln..mﬁ
stures at the outrageous sun. But witl
syes keen to piek up any hint at ju-ju
charm, the gaze of all this yanguard
tell on five little wooden mannliking
sat opposite the points where the sev-
eral i:ue!h roads cut into the open

Thers was nothing new about the
manniking themselves. They ware
merely the things that thelr own
uncles and their prandfathers carved
for a purpose which they themselves
knew better than did that tricky white
man with the red head who had doubt-
less put them there, But then each
of thess mannikins was perched on &
pedestal made of one Or more green gin
cages, and that In [tself looked sus-

_plelons—or, in other words, smacked of

ju-ju.  And, moreover, each was gar-
innded with those infernal green cylin-
ders which they had just been informed
officially were In truth not orthodox Ju-
ju, but which they knew from their own
painful experlence could, upen occaslon,
vomit forth the most horrible flames.

They crouched in the edge of the
cover once more thoroughly shakon,
and It only requireg the final portent
tn friy thelr courage utterly,

In the factory, tucked snugly out af
sight In" the-mess-room, Laura Sliade,
Carter and White-Man's-Trouble lay
stretched out wearily ‘upon the floor.
A length of match hoarding had been
stripped away from the wall, nnd only
a paling of vertical bamboos stood he-
tween them and the external waorld.

Tt was the code message of tho mon-
key-skin drums, os read by White-
Man’s-Trouble, that firat gave them the
news that the Okky-men had rewound
up their courage and  were returning
once more to the attack; and 80 they
promptly retired out of sight. Guns
and defenders would have heen n re-
assuring touch to the enemy. who had
secn such things hefore. But for them
to find no gung, and no human beings
In view. would aceentuata the effect
of the graven images * which Eazed
woodenly upon them from the green
gin-box pedestals.

Tar long enocugh they lay thero In
the siekly heat. staring out over the
1ittle of the morning's battlefield, which
danced up and down in the shimmering
gunlight. The factory hazards eame out
in full numbers for thelr dally sun-
baths, and most of the flies of Africa
seomed to be congregated In the clear-
Ing. !
Taura canght the first note of Inva-
glon,  “Dn you see,” sha nsked. “those
two swallow-talled butterilies flittering
nbout by that blg silk cottonwood that
lost his top In  the torpadoffl They
ware feeding contentedly enough on
thot mtuff ke meadow-gweaet, but
someona or gomething has dlaturbed them,
and they flew un. 1f you notice, they
dare not go back, so thal rather hints
thit the someone fg atill hidden in the
mendnw-aweet,!”

Whieh sild elumn.” abgerved Carter,
“ig lust (wo yards off the groven imago
which tha commands bush road numbor
three.  Oh, assistant  anjurer, eanst
thon swear? 3

“Oh, Carter anid the Kronbov with
gimnle dignity, “T no hush-bov. [ nneak
Fnelish, I learn him on steamah. T
wark up- to nosition of stand-hv-al-
arine hov hefare I 1ih for comea ashnro
to work at factory. Ah, Carter, T savvy
gwear-palaver plentv-much-too-good.
You it for heor me?!

"Not for one Instant. T want vou to
miake all yonr remarks In Kroo, or
praferably Okky, If you aren't oo
vattled to remember any of that fash-
jonable tongup,  Hers, pul your sweat
lins to the tuba, and just sav In the
thilekest lanmuaea yvou can think of,
et awny  haele tn Okky City, ¥you
pushmen. If vou hasitate, vour noses
ghall dran off, and your greaat ot ling
shall follow, nnd rod ants =shall snrine
up out af the earth to eat them whilst
you walt! Savvy tho ideat”

HEavvy  plantv!! said. Whitea-Man's-
Trouhla, and rattled venom Into the
tuha with o anvage gusto,

Theo reault was sufficlently surpriaing.
Spenr-heads and  gun-barrels bristled
suddenly upwards from tho clump of
mendow-swoot, asambushed Okky-men
serambled to thelr fect. For a full

two miputes they stood there listenin
2“ the abuse which they heird puurlng
klitlm the lips of the wooden manni=
ln close beside them, with eyies gog-
ghll:llrﬁr?rllxg ;lllour.hu gaping, and kneey
) . the T

nlll?tlle ‘-IJ” ulw:\rrut seared Mincks in
or the moment they wera nE=
merlzed by fright. But l';,mm the mlwu
mannlking  which were nearest on
elther sido bogan cackling with un-
canny Jaughter, and a Jju-ju man who
was with them recognized an art high-
u{iulun hils own, and allowed the super-
stitlon that was native to him to rub
away the thin venear of hls education.
wLet us begone from here, ha moaned

‘even If It be to meet tho corved exe-
cutlon axe of King Kallee In Olky
Clty. Hetter the sharp edge of that
yes, better even Ilugerrng days on the
crucifixion trea than the neighbodhood
of these devlls, Wood they are now
I do belleve. But they can talk as no
thing: of wood ever could talk; and

rea;ently they will come to life, and
ﬂur at us those green tins of llquid
Iru with which they are garlanded.
!f they are any that wish to see more,
ot I.I‘u:n_: stay, For myself, 1 return to
Okky City, even If it means impale-
ment.'”

The other wooden manniking bro
out into words, and Immedintely lll‘::
busah arcund each of them rippled with
men. Carter, whoge knowledge of tho
ﬁll'luti:-tir ]\Ar_uu _grr.lwiru{. used every sylla-
ulerle“:!isyhu:uhultlrr down two tubeds
m'l-ai:ﬂ'ﬂ, \-: hag grown  up  bliingual,
ommenced at first timidly, But the des-
perate porll of thelr surroundings s
excitement of battle, the thrill of &
men run, tho drop of negro blood that
colored her velns, wera wll clreumstiances
sntly whirled her Into o resist-
less torrent of words.  Never had she
spoken with sueh o fluency; nover hod
she fromed such sentences. [t was all
in the Okky tongue, accurate, biting, glib,

telling,  Curter broke off from his own
halting ‘i to listen. Ha could not
spealk th anguage yet with any great

v
ensa, but he could understand almost

P\'EI’!,' word, Ha chilled as he llstoned
to her. He coughed o warning,  Tlae
called sharply that she should stop. But
that drop of negro blood bheld her to
her specch. The Krooboy, thoroughly
wirmexl up to his work, wuas yvelling in-
famles down a tube at the other end of
the mess-room. Laura, with eyes glint-
ing and hands ciinched, was growing al-
most beside hersell with speech, . . .
Carter gripped her'orm wnd plucked her
almost snvugely awiy.

“You had better shut up. The Okky
men have gone, minuteg ago, and I do
not think you know what you are saying.
lLaura, do you hear me?

Sho stared ut him, and then spoke with
a dry throat., I eaid only what you
told me. It was to save our lves, And
you—you could not understund whit I
sald. "It wos Okky talk; you surely could
not follow it. Why do you look at me
Gearge, what s L7 She

14

away from him, “Oh, I see. Well I
warned you beforg thit 1 was black, and

now 1 suppose you believe me.”

He returned her look steadily enough. °

My dear girl, you've gone through mora
than wyou ecan stand, and you've jusk
worn yourself to mgs, 1 never auite
knew what hysterles meant hefors, but
1 fancy that In about two minutes moroe
you would show me. Now the trouble’s
over; we've fixed 'em tight this time,
and you neadn’'t worry yourself any more,
Just you go Lo your rodm and lie down
and sleep,'” <

“Sleep! You think I eould sleep

“Very well,” he said voolly, “then 'Trot-
ble und I must walt till you van, But
plemse understand, my sweethenrt, that
until you have put In o four-hours’
spell of sleep, and can gelt up rested to
gtand a waleh, nelther the boy nor I
must close an eye. Bo you sec s up
to you to arrange whether we ahull il
have a doso of overwork or not”

She came to him and put her sim
brown hands on his shoulders and Inoked
him In the face. Tharg werc bluck
rings under her eyes, and her cheekd
were white and drawn, but somehow with
her delleious eurves she appealed to him
more than ever, and he let her seo it in
hls glance, “You still eall me by that
niune,” she said, “you still eall me sweet=
heart even after whal you have seen and
heard?!"

“0Of pourse, Don't be stupld. A mar
't chaneo towards a girl® just be-
1+ gha happened to get oo Dbit oxclted
hon she was doing her best to save k]
1ife. I'm hall sorry now I stopped Yol
only the myrmidons of my rival, his
Majesty of Okky, had run away, ol
vou really were puther working zelB
up.’! He drew her to him and kissed het
on the forehead.  “And now you will 5o
and turn In  won't you, like a good
il 2"

P do anvthing my lord wishes, nub
you  will look after yourself, promise
me?!

“Rather." Wi

"“Lot your boy get you a meal. You've
not had & crumb all day, ‘ami you must
be starving, It was horrihly L-.nn-]usa“u
wie not to have thought of It hefore.

omhat is rather a bright ldea. Had
anvthing yourself? No, T see yon haven t.
Sell, we'll sup, Laura, before yours
packed off to bed. It's five o'clack in
the afternoon, but we'll call 1L suppers
Tronble?"

“0h Carter?”

“Wa fit. for chop, You kil two tine
ono-time," ;

wOnh, Carter, three tin, Me one, Mliszy
twn ="'

fane wonbon mnn, ag it seemed to thele
{aniled neryes, close at their elhows. They
all started yiolently, and the eirl clutched
convilsivelv nt Carter's sloove,

"Tiem Okky eannon.’’ walled the Kroo=
boy. and bhurrowed forthwith Into the cise«
mate of the bheddine.

‘Wat it' sald Cnrter. ‘Tt's all right
Taurdt. It's n steaimer's mail gun. i
gever heard the ronr of a loaded cannomn
til thiz momnine, hut once heard, vou
can't mistake 1f for blank eartridge.”

YArn yvon sure?’!

“aAbanintelv. T jumped when tho thing
went off. hut then T sunpose we're nll o
bit faewnd,  Here, Trouble, you shirker.
ot them chop one-time, and then find
some 1lmaes, . We shall have the steamer
ponvlo nehora In tan minotes, and when
thoy henr the varn thev'll want nbout
flve cooktallz pnlece: Lo congritulate n=
in, Tord! Taura but T'd glve n tootly
and two finesr noils to have Mr. —I.
dronning 4n on s durlng the next hour
ne 80 to Sea the fino wny we've saved
MRl and Cmven's fantory from o tainl
losg; T bellaye ha'd ralse my scrow with
such a jump that you and ‘1 might get

Ll
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